
November 3, 2015 

 

Dear Sunnycrest Friends and Families, 

 

 

Welcome to November! Truly, it is hard to believe that November has arrived and the holidays 

are just a few short weeks away. That said, what a perfect time of the year to sit down with 

your child and discuss the many things in our lives for which we are thankful.   

 

Additionally, I encourage you to spend several minutes discussing your child’s conference with 

him/her. What specific accomplishments can be celebrated? What goals have been established? 

How can you best support the learning goals of your child? Incredibly, 99.9% of Sunnycrest 

families attended conferences last week. Thank you very much for your continued support.    

 

As the weather becomes cooler, and the rain turns into snow, November and December promise 

to be academically powerful months. If you have any questions about your child’s conference or 

questions about our academic programs, please call me. 

 

No-Shave November (It’s not too late!) 

If you are interested in joining those of us participating at Sunnycrest, please consider making a 

one-time donation of $20.00 payable to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Cash and checks 

will be accepted during the entire month of November. Simply send your donation to school with 

your child; teachers will then forward donations to me. I will manage all funds and submit our 

donations to St. Jude’s on Friday. December 4. 

 

Additionally, I’d like to invite all participants and their children to meet at Sunnycrest on 

Saturday, December 5 for a one-time group photo @ 10:AM 

 

Stay Informed via Social Media! 

If you have a Twitter or Instagram account, follow Sunnycrest and be well-informed of 

upcoming events, important news, and ways in which you can best support your Screamin’ Eagle! 

Twitter: @SunnycrestEagle 

Instgram: @SunnycrestEagle 

 

Reading Campaign 

As all of you know, developing life-long reading habits is paramount to the overall success of 

your child. Along with teaching students to both decode and understand text, we must also 

instill a life-long passion for reading. Did you know that the amount of print to which children 

are exposed has profound cognitive consequences? For example, according to a published study, 

fifth grade students who only read for roughly 13 minutes a day are exposed to 601,000 words 

per year. Typically, these students score in the 50th percentile on standardized tests. 

Conversely, students who read for roughly 40 minutes per day are exposed to 2,357,000 words 

per year and typically score in the 90th percentile on standardized tests. Clearly, our children 

must be reading daily!   
 
 
 



Achievement 
Percentile: 

Minutes of Reading 
Per Day: 

Words Per Year: 

90th 40.4 2,357,000 

50th 12.9 601,000 

10th 1.6 51,000 

 

As you can see, more reading produces greater reading.  All of us at Sunnycrest strongly 

encourage all families to make reading at home a high priority. 

 

 

 

Very Respectfully, 

 

 

 

Tim Haines 

Principal 

 

 

  


